
Year 6 - Suggested units of learning 
 

Term Book Writing outcomes Suggested weeks 

     
 

Autumn One 
(7 weeks and 2 days) 

 
 
 
 
 

A)‘Beowulf’, by Kevin 
Crossley-Holland  
(animation: 1998 – 
vimeo.com; Daily 
Motion; Heritage 
Archive) 
(partial unit) 
 
B) ‘Goodnight Mr. Tom’, 
by Michelle Magorian 
(film: 1998, John Thaw) 

 
 
D) ‘No Ballet Shoes in 
Syria’, by Catherine 
Bruton 
 

• a piece of descriptive writing:  shorter 
writing 

• a front page newspaper report:  longer 
writing 

 
 
 
 
 

• a diary from the perspective of one character:  
shorter writing 

• a diary from the perspective of another 
character:  longer writing 

 
 
 

• a letter:  shorter writing 
 

3 Weeks  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3 weeks 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 week  

      
 

Autumn Two 
(7 weeks) 

 
 
 
 

D) ‘No Ballet Shoes in 
Syria’, by Catherine 
Bruton 
 
 
E) A Christmas Carol’, 
(abridged version) by 
Charles Dickens 
(film: George C. Scott, 1984) 
(partial unit) 

• factual, information writing:  longer writing 

• Short Narrative story  
 
 
 
 

• a playscript:  shorter writing 

• a biography:  longer writing 

 
 

3 weeks 
 
 

 
 
 

3 weeks 
 
 



Term Book Writing outcomes Suggested weeks 

    
 

Spring One 
(6 weeks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

F) ‘Wonder’ A, by R. J. 
Palacio (first 3 weeks) 

(film, 2017, Julia Roberts) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H) ‘Journey to the River 
Sea’, by Eva Ibbotson 
 

 
 
 
 
 

writing from two different perspectives 

• a telephone conversation (in playscript 
form) 

• a first person narrative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• a non-chronological report:  shorter writing 
 

4 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 weeks 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Spring Two 
(6 weeks) 

 
 

 

 

H) ‘Journey to the River 
Sea’, by Eva Ibbotson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I) The Arrival  
 

 

• a piece of persuasive writing:  shorter 
writing 

• a balanced argument:  longer writing   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

• Multi-Text Narrative  

 
2 weeks 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3 Weeks 
 
 



 
 

 

Term Book Writing outcomes Suggested weeks 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Summer One 
(5 weeks) 

 

J) ‘Julius Caesar, the 
Animated Shakespeare’, 
by Leon Garfield 
(poetry) 
(animated film, 1994, 
Leon Garfield)   (partial 
unit) 
 
 
K) ‘The Iron Woman’, by 
Ted Hughes 
(partial unit) 

 
 
 
 

 

• a persuasive letter:  shorter writing 
• a front page newspaper report:  longer writing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• retell a narrative story  

3 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 weeks 
 

       
 
 
 

K) ‘The Iron Woman’, by 
Ted Hughes 
(partial unit) 

a piece of persuasive writing:  longer writing 
need to change  

2 Weeks  
 

 


